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The 2025 legislative session begins on Monday! Almost 500 bills have been prefiled, Governor-elect Ferguson has been busy making appointments and hiring policy staff, and newly elected and appointed legislators are racing to get situated in Olympia.

The first few days of the session will include opening ceremonies and Governor Inslee’s final State of the State address.  The House Appropriations Committee and the Senate Ways & Means Committee will hear Governor Inslee’s budget on Monday and Tuesday.  Governor-Elect Ferguson recently gave a Seattle Times Interview where he discussed his own plans and released a budget priorities document, prioritizing K12 and public safety.  Ferguson’s staff also emailed all state legislators with a request that each legislator “identify at least one program that is not achieving its intended objectives or delivering meaningful results for the people of Washington.”  

There will be many new faces at the Legislature, with about 30 new legislators elected or appointed.  And many House members either ran for or have been appointed to the Senate.  These include Rep. Marcus Riccelli (3rd district), Rep. Jessica Bateman (22nd district), Rep. Tina Orwall (33rd district), Rep. Emily Alvarado (34th district) and Rep. Vandana Slatter (48th district).
 
Rep. Tana Senn (41st) has been appointed to lead the Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) and as of today, an appointment to her vacant seat has not been made. The same goes for seat appointments resulting from Senator Joe Nguyen’s (34th district) appointment to lead the Department of Commerce. It appears a Senate appointment to that seat will not be made until later this month. 

There are several work sessions of interest scheduled this week.  The House Health Care & Wellness Committee will be reviewing the Health Care Authority and the Health Benefit Exchange on Monday; the Department of Health on Wednesday; and the Office of the Insurance Commissioner on Thursday.  The Senate Health & Long Term Care Committee will have a work session on access to health insurance coverage on Thursday and access to primary care, inpatient care, and long term care on Friday. 
Upcoming Hearings

Appropriations (House) - HHR A and Virtual JLOB - 1/13 @ 4:00pm
• HB 1198 - Public Hearing - Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.)

Housing (House) - HHR C and Virtual JLOB - 1/14 @ 4:00pm
• HB 1022 - Public Hearing - Creating a homes for heroes program. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.)

Ways & Means (Senate) - SHR 4 and Virtual - 1/14 @ 4:00pm
• SB 5167 - Public Hearing - Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations. (If measure is referred to committee.)

Labor & Workplace Standards (House) - HHR D and Virtual JLOB - 1/15 @ 8:00am
• HB 1155 - Public Hearing - Prohibiting noncompetition agreements and clarifying nonsolicitation agreements. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.)

Housing (House) - HHR C and Virtual JLOB - 1/16 @ 8:00am
• HB 1022 - Exec Session - Creating a homes for heroes program. (If measure is referred to committee.)

Labor & Workplace Standards (House) - HHR D and Virtual JLOB - 1/17 @ 10:30am
• HB 1002 - Public Hearing - Recognizing posttraumatic stress disorder as an occupational disease for county coroners, examiners, and investigative personnel. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.)



	Bill Details
	Status
	Sponsor
	Priority
	Position

	

	HB 1002
	PTSD/coroners & examiners
	H Prefiled
	Abbarno
	
	

	
	Recognizing posttraumatic stress disorder as an occupational disease for county coroners, examiners, and investigative personnel.

	

	HB 1022
	Homes for heroes program
	H Prefiled
	Connors
	
	

	
	Creating a homes for heroes program.

	

	HB 1123 (SB 5083)
	Health carrier reimbursement
	H Prefiled
	Macri
	
	

	
	Ensuring access to primary care, behavioral health, and affordable hospital services.

	

	HB 1155
	Noncompetition agreements
	H Prefiled
	Berry
	
	

	
	Prohibiting noncompetition agreements and clarifying nonsolicitation agreements.

	

	HB 1198 (SB 5167)
	Operating budget
	H Prefiled
	Ormsby
	
	

	
	Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations.

	

	HB 1199
	
	H Prefiled
	Taylor
	
	

	
	Strengthening consumer protection through increased insurer accountability for violations of the insurance code.

	

	HB 1225
	Budgeting process
	H Prefiled
	Couture
	
	

	
	Reforming the Washington state budgeting process through requiring prioritized spending on essential state functions, placing limitations on state spending and revenue proposals, and requiring accountability for every dollar spent within the state budget.

	

	HB 1259
	
	H Prefiled
	Shavers
	
	

	
	Concerning supervision requirements for behavioral health professionals in elementary and secondary public schools.

	

	SB 5031
	Confinement health coord.
	S Prefiled
	Wilson
	
	

	
	Concerning health care coordination regarding confined individuals.

	

	SB 5083 (HB 1123)
	Health carrier reimbursement
	S Prefiled
	Robinson
	
	

	
	Ensuring access to primary care, behavioral health, and affordable hospital services.

	

	SB 5126
	Student mental health net.
	S Prefiled
	Nobles
	
	

	
	Establishing a statewide network for student mental and behavioral health.

	

	SB 5167 (HB 1198)
	Operating budget
	S Prefiled
	Robinson
	
	

	
	Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations.

	

	SB 5204
	Ibogaine-assisted therapy
	S Prefiled
	Salomon
	
	

	
	Concerning ibogaine-assisted therapy.

	

	SB 5213
	Fentanyl possession
	S Prefiled
	McCune
	
	

	
	Penalizing the possession of fentanyl.

	

	SB 5228
	
	S Prefiled
	Riccelli
	
	

	
	Updating the governor's interagency coordinating council on health disparities.

	

	SB 5229
	
	S Prefiled
	Wagoner
	
	

	
	Facilitating civil commitment for treatment for a person requiring revival by opioid overdose reversal medication.
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