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The 2025 legislative session has officially begun, with Democrats retaining firm control of the Governor’s Office, both chambers of the Legislature, and all statewide offices.  The first several days of the session included much pomp and circumstance with legislators being sworn in on Monday, Governor Inslee giving his final State of the State address on Tuesday, and statewide elected officials, including Governor Bob Ferguson, being sworn in on Wednesday as Washington’s 24th governor.

Governor Bob Ferguson wasted no time in getting to work, signing three executive orders shortly after being sworn in:

· Housing - This directs state agencies to review all regulations that impact housing, permitting and construction and identify any provision that can be streamlined, deferred or eliminated.
· Reproductive Freedom - This directs the Department of Health to convene a roundtable of medical providers, reproductive health experts and policy makers to recommend strategies for protecting reproductive freedom.
· Permitting Reform - This directs all state agencies to cut down their permit and license processing times. If an agency does not meet its deadline, it will refund the application fee.

In his inaugural address, Governor Ferguson highlighted the priorities of his administration:  More housing; more police officers; protecting reproductive health care; and free breakfast and lunch to all public school students.  He also spoke of the importance of bipartisanship, urging everyone to listen to each other and allow the strongest argument to prevail.

Washington faces its most significant budgetary challenge in over a decade, with a projected $12-$14 billion deficit through June 2029.  The 2025 legislative session will test Washington’s Democratic leaders as they navigate this fiscal challenge while pursuing progressive majority goals. To counter the shortfall, minority Republicans suggest programmatic cuts, but a massive revenue effort is underway by the majority Democrats contemplating many possibilities, including:

· Boosting the state’s capital gains tax. 
· Instituting a payroll tax similar to Seattle’s “JumpStart” tax on large businesses. 
· Imposing a 1% business and occupation tax surcharge on companies with taxable income of more than $500 million, similar to a tax previously imposed on banks.
· Removing a cap which limits the amount big companies such as Amazon and Microsoft pay to fund affordable college tuition to $9 million a year. Democrats are eyeing removing the cap or raising it to $15 million.
· Allowing the state and local governments to raise total property tax collections by 3% annually, instead of the current 1% limit.
· Imposing a new tax of 1% on the home sales of more than $3,025,000, with the money going to housing programs.
· Making rental storage units a taxable retail sale, requiring them to pay taxes they are currently exempted from.
· Applying an 11% tax on guns, ammunition and gun parts, in addition to other state, federal and local taxes. The tax would not apply to sales to law enforcement or the military.

Much of the committee work this week focused on introductions and work sessions. For noteworthy legislation next week, we will see HB 1217 (Alvarado, D-34) Improving housing stability for tenants subject to the residential landlord-tenant act; HB 1150 (Berry, D-36) Improving Washington's solid waste management outcomes; and HB 1168 (Shavers, D-10) Increasing transparency in artificial intelligence.

Check out the Legislature's newly-revamped website.  With so many new legislators, new committee chairs and members, and hundreds of bills already introduced, the website is the best tool to help you successfully navigate this legislative session.
Upcoming Hearings

Human Services (Senate) - SHR 4 and Virtual - 1/21 @ 1:30pm
• SB 5031 - Public Hearing - Concerning health care coordination regarding confined individuals. (Hearing is on the Proposed Substitute.) (Remote Testimony Available).

Labor & Workplace Standards (House) - HHR D and Virtual JLOB - 1/22 @ 8:00am
• HB 1308 - Public Hearing - Concerning access to personnel records. (Remote Testimony Available).

Health Care & Wellness (House) - HHR A and Virtual JLOB - 1/22 @ 1:30pm
• HB 1262 - Public Hearing - Updating the governor's interagency coordinating council on health disparities. (Remote Testimony Available).

Postsecondary Education & Workforce (House) - HHR C and Virtual JLOB - 1/22 @ 1:30pm
• HB 1259 - Public Hearing - Concerning supervision requirements for behavioral health professionals in elementary and secondary public schools. (Remote Testimony Available). (Support)

Consumer Protection & Business (House) - HHR B and Virtual JLOB - 1/24 @ 8:00am
• HB 1199 - Public Hearing - Strengthening consumer protection through increased insurer accountability for violations of the insurance code. (Remote Testimony Available).

Health & Long-Term Care (Senate) - SHR 4 and Virtual - 1/24 @ 8:00am
• SB 5228 - Public Hearing - Updating the governor's interagency coordinating council on health disparities. (Remote Testimony Available).
Important Dates:
Friday, February 21 - Policy Committee Cutoff, House of Origin
Friday, February 28 - Fiscal Committee Cutoff, House of Origin
Wednesday, March 12 - House of Origin Floor Cutoff
Wednesday, April 2 - Policy Committee Cutoff, Opposite House
Tuesday, April 8 - Fiscal Committee Cutoff, Opposite House
Wednesday, April 16 - Opposite House Floor Cutoff
Sunday, April 27 - Sine Die


High Priority Bills
	Bill Details
	Status
	Sponsor
	Position

	

	SB 5204
	Ibogaine-assisted therapy
	S Health & Long-
	Salomon
	

	
	Concerning ibogaine-assisted therapy.

	

	SB 5229
	Opioid overdose/civil commit
	S Law & Justice
	Wagoner
	

	
	Facilitating civil commitment for treatment for a person requiring revival by opioid overdose reversal medication.

	


Monitoring Bills

	Bill Details
	Status
	Sponsor
	Position

	

	HB 1123 (SB 5083)
	Health carrier reimbursement
	H Approps
	Macri
	

	
	Ensuring access to primary care, behavioral health, and affordable hospital services.

	

	HB 1124 (SB 5112)
	Prescribing psychologists
	H HC/Wellness
	Simmons
	

	
	Establishing a prescribing psychologist certification in Washington state.

	

	HB 1155
	Noncompetition agreements
	H Labor & Workpl
	Berry
	

	
	Prohibiting noncompetition agreements and clarifying nonsolicitation agreements.

	

	HB 1198 (SB 5167)
	Operating budget
	H Approps
	Ormsby
	

	
	Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations.

	

	HB 1199 (SB 5331)
	Insurance code violations
	H ConsPro&Bus
	Taylor
	

	
	Strengthening consumer protection through increased insurer accountability for violations of the insurance code.

	

	HB 1225
	Budgeting process
	H Approps
	Couture
	

	
	Reforming the Washington state budgeting process through requiring prioritized spending on essential state functions, placing limitations on state spending and revenue proposals, and requiring accountability for every dollar spent within the state budget.

	

	HB 1259
	Behavioral health/schools
	H Postsec Ed & W
	Shavers
	Support

	
	Concerning supervision requirements for behavioral health professionals in elementary and secondary public schools.

	

	HB 1262 (SB 5228)
	Health disparities council
	H HC/Wellness
	Santos
	

	
	Updating the governor's interagency coordinating council on health disparities.

	

	HB 1308 (SB 5345)
	Access to personnel records
	H Labor & Workpl
	Reed
	

	
	Concerning access to personnel records.

	

	HB 1320
	Business & occupation tax
	H Finance
	Street
	

	
	Modifying business and occupation tax rates to fund programs and services to benefit Washingtonians.

	

	HB 1382
	All payers claim database
	H HC/Wellness
	Tharinger
	

	
	Modernizing the all payers claim database.

	

	HB 1392
	Medicaid access program
	
	Macri
	

	
	Creating the medicaid access program.

	

	HB 1413
	
	
	Reeves
	

	
	Prohibiting government purchases of opioid overdose reversal medications from certain entities.

	

	HB 1422
	Drug take-back program
	
	Peterson
	

	
	Modifying the drug take-back program.

	

	HB 1425
	
	
	Davis
	

	
	Requiring coverage of pharmacogenomic testing for psychotropic medications.

	

	HB 1427
	
	
	Davis
	

	
	Concerning certified peer support specialists.

	

	HB 1432
	
	
	Simmons
	

	
	Improving access to appropriate mental health and substance use disorder services.

	

	HB 1433 (SB 5201)
	Psychedelic substances
	
	Macri
	

	
	Concerning access to psychedelic substances.

	

	SB 5031
	Confinement health coord.
	S Human Services
	Wilson
	

	
	Concerning health care coordination regarding confined individuals.

	

	SB 5083 (HB 1123)
	Health carrier reimbursement
	S Health & Long-
	Robinson
	

	
	Ensuring access to primary care, behavioral health, and affordable hospital services.

	

	SB 5112 (HB 1124)
	Prescribing psychologists
	S Health & Long-
	Bateman
	

	
	Establishing a prescribing psychologist certification in Washington state.

	

	SB 5126
	Student mental health net.
	S EL/K-12
	Nobles
	

	
	Establishing a statewide network for student mental and behavioral health.

	

	SB 5167 (HB 1198)
	Operating budget
	S Ways & Means
	Robinson
	

	
	Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations.

	

	SB 5201
	Psychedelic substances
	S Health & Long-
	Salomon
	

	
	Concerning access to psychedelic substances.

	

	SB 5213
	Fentanyl possession
	S Law & Justice
	McCune
	

	
	Penalizing the possession of fentanyl.

	

	SB 5228 (HB 1262)
	Health disparities council
	S Health & Long-
	Riccelli
	

	
	Updating the governor's interagency coordinating council on health disparities.

	

	SB 5242
	Behavioral health resources
	S Health & Long-
	Orwall
	

	
	Establishing an interactive screening program to improve access to behavioral health resources for health care providers.

	

	SB 5254
	Health care information
	S Health & Long-
	Orwall
	

	
	Strengthening patients' rights regarding their health care information.

	

	SB 5290
	Controlled subs. dismissal
	S Law & Justice
	Salomon
	

	
	Allowing persons who complete substance abuse programs to seek dismissal of certain controlled substance related charges.

	

	SB 5324
	Prior auth. APIs/health
	S Health & Long-
	Cleveland
	

	
	Aligning the implementation of application programming interfaces for prior authorization with federal guidelines.

	

	SB 5331 (HB 1199)
	Insurance code violations
	S Business, Fin
	Cortes
	

	
	Strengthening consumer protection through increased insurer accountability for violations of the insurance code.

	

	SB 5345 (HB 1308)
	Access to personnel records
	S Labor & Comm
	Saldana
	

	
	Concerning access to personnel records.

	

	SB 5361
	ASAM 4 treatment criteria
	
	Dhingra
	

	
	Delaying the use of the ASAM 4 criteria, treatment criteria for addictive, substance related, and co-occurring conditions.

	

	SB 5369
	
	
	Orwall
	

	
	Enhancing youth mental health and well-being through advanced training and expansion of the workforce in schools.

	

	SB 5372
	Medicaid access program
	
	Riccelli
	

	
	Creating the medicaid access program.
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